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As a kid growing up in East Chicago, Marco Salazar 
remembers watching Kenny Lofton do the same.

Today, Salazar is the professional artist responsible 
for the newest mural of East Chicago’s very own 
hometown hero.

“I remember watching him play professional baseball 
on television,” he said. “He had so many achievements, 
was a wonderful leader and even made it into the 
Cleveland Hall of Fame. I never imagined I would be 
the one commissioned to create public art in his honor.”

The art has been in the conceptual stage for the last 
two years as a tribute to Lofton, who grew up with his 
�J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���D�Q�G���G�R�Q�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���É�H�O�G�V��

to East Chicago. Once the project was a go this year, it 
took nine days and great weather to turn the concept 
into life-size reality. 

The mural – 16 feet tall and 35 feet wide – graces one 
side of the East Chicago Little League concession stand 
and has received Major League Baseball’s stamp of 
approval. 

“They loved it a lot,” he said. “Their only request 
was that we change the uniform to conform with 
Cleveland’s current MLB presence on all league attire.”

As the project now looms large in Salazar’s rear-
view mirror, the city is planning a ceremony to 
commemorate Kenny Lofton. Stay tuned!

MURAL HONORS ONE OF EAST CHICAGO’S OWN

KENNY LOFTON BASEBALL COMPLEX 
A tribute to one of East Chicago’s own, the complex  
�I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���R�Q�H���V�H�Q�L�R�U���O�H�D�J�X�H���É�H�O�G�����W�Z�R���O�L�W�W�O�H���O�H�D�J�X�H���É�H�O�G�V���� 
�R�Q�H���7���E�D�O�O���É�H�O�G�����U�H�V�W�U�R�R�P�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�F�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���� 
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LET’S ENJOY OUR SUMMER SAFELY

ANTHONY COPELAND 
Mayor City of East Chicago
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FIREWORKS 
RULES & TIPS

Fire Chief Damon 
Carpenter urges 
residents to be safe 
this Independence 
Day. Fireworks are 
allowed between  
5 p.m. and two hours 
after sunset June 29 
through July 9. The 
exception is July 4 
between 10 a.m. and 
midnight.

State law bans 
�É�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���R�Q���S�X�E�O�L�F��
property. Please: 

	�+ �$�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���É�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V��
with caution and 
only when adults 
are present.

	�+ Be aware of your 
surroundings.

	�+ Celebrate only 
on private 
property and with 
permission.

NUISANCE PROPERTIES

In this issue of East Chicago Life, I 
want to discuss a newly implemented 
ordinance I submitted – and the 
Common Council voted to enact – 
several years ago. 

The goal from the start was to tackle 
nuisance properties, whether due 
to negligence in upkeep, criminal 
activities, or both. As it turns out, 
the two are often connected and 
most frequently the result of renters, 
not homeowners. Whatever the root 
cause, the properties are a nuisance 
and detract from the enjoyment of 
your home and neighborhood.

By partnering code enforcement 
with law enforcement, the city 
�L�V���U�H�D�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�H�Q�H�Ë�W�V���R�I���K�D�Y�L�Q�J��
both teams engaged in identifying 
problem properties and making those 
responsible – accountable.

That addition to city law brings 
landlords into the mix. Just three 
months into this initiative, numerous 
landlords have been brought in and 
�W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���K�H�I�W�\���Ë�Q�H�V�����1�H�D�U�O�\��
a dozen tenants have been evicted. 
There will be more.

It is important that residents of our 
city – whether they are homeowners 
or renters – understand their role 
in keeping our city both safe and 
beautiful. Read more inside.

FIREWORKS 
EXTRAVAGANZA

Let’s celebrate Independence Day remotely!

Step outside your home around 9:30 PM SATURDAY, JULY 3   
and look to the sky in recognition of this special day.  

FOR BEST VIEWING, LOOK TO THESE SPOTS: 
Carrie Gosch School • Central High School • Block Middle School  

East Chicago Fire Station #2 on Michigan • Kosciuszko Park

 
www.EASTCHICAGO.com 

FOR THE LATEST UPDATES

Fourth of July
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�7�K�H���.�H�Q�Q�\���/�R�I�W�R�Q���P�X�U�D�O�����M�X�V�W���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���W�D�O�H�Q�W�H�G���0�D�U�F�R���6�D�O�D�]�D�U�����O�H�I�W�������L�V��
�R�X�U���J�L�I�W���W�R���W�K�H���E�D�V�H�E�D�O�O���J�U�H�D�W�����1�H�Z���E�D�O�O���É�H�O�G�V���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�[���W�K�D�W���E�H�D�U�V���K�L�V���Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V��
�/�R�I�W�R�Q� �V���J�L�I�W���W�R���W�K�H���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���R�I���(�D�V�W���&�K�L�F�D�J�R����[Steve Segura and Jonathan Madera photos]

FIREWORKS EXTRAVAGANZA

As it turns out, our very talented 
team dedicated to fun has created a 
�V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���Ë�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
Fourth that make them visible from 
anywhere you are in the city.

Talk about creativity and a dedication 
to our families who know it just isn’t 
an Independence Day celebration 
without a tribute to America that is 
all about lighting up the night sky.

From my home to yours: Enjoy all the 
Fourth has to offer with family and 
friends. Just remember to stay safe. 

�D
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BEACH CLOSED

�-�H�R�U�V�H���3�D�U�N���%�H�D�F�K���D�Q�G���L�W�V��
amenities – the splash 
pad, beach shelters and 
H2Oh water sports rentals 
– remain closed because 
of high water levels, beach 
erosion and the pandemic.

Marina Director Natalie 
Adams said nature has 
ravaged beaches up and 
down the southern basin of 
�/�D�N�H���0�L�F�K�L�J�D�Q�����:�D�W�H�U���O�H�Y�H�O�V����
while lower than they were 
just two months ago, remain 
higher than normal.

�"�:�H���D�U�H���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
Army Corps of Engineers and 
others to determine where 
drop-offs have shifted and 
how to replenish sand on 
our beaches,” she said.

�"�:�H���K�D�Y�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G��
decades-old debris that  
�O�D�Q�G�H�G���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���V�K�R�U�H�����:�H��
�N�Q�R�Z���L�W���L�V���D���G�L�V�D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W��
�D�Q�G���D�V�N���\�R�X���U�H�P�D�L�Q���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W��
�D�V���Z�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���R�X�U���Z�R�U�N���W�R��
�N�H�H�S���W�K�H���K�D�U�E�R�U���V�D�I�H���#

MARINA OPEN

The East Chicago Marina is 
open for slip rental, boat 
�O�D�X�Q�F�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���É�V�K�L�Q�J���R�I�I��
�W�K�H���P�D�U�L�Q�D���E�U�H�D�N�Z�D�O�O��

However, there is no rental 
of venue space at this time 
while the city remains under 
a 50-percent guideline for 
indoor use of its facilities.

POOLS CLOSED

East Chicago city pools at 
�:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���D�Q�G���.�R�V�F�L�X�V�]�N�R��
�S�D�U�N�V���Z�L�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���F�O�R�V�H�G��
�I�R�U���W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q�����3�D�U�N�V���D�Q�G��
Recreation Director Vanessa 
�+�H�U�Q�D�Q�G�H�]���2�U�D�Q�J�H���V�D�L�G���W�K�H��
decision was based on health 
department guidelines 
for safe social distancing 
during the pandemic.




