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Monday, January 12, 2026 --

(Parties present in person and via Zoom at or

about 4:30 p.m.)

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. Good afternoon,
everyone. I'd like to call to order the Fire
Civil Service Commission for January 12th, 2026
Before I do roll call, I'd like to welcome our new
commissioner, Robert Nunez. Welcome to the board.

(Applause.)

COMMISSIONER NUNEZ: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Let's do roll call.

SECRETARY RODRIGUEZ: Commissioner Gomez?

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Present.

SECRETARY RODRIGUEZ: Commissioner Kubas?

COMMISSIONER KUBAS: Here.

SECRETARY RODRIGUEZ: Commissioner Nunez?

COMMISSIONER NUNEZ: Here.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. We have election
of officers now. Any nominations -- we'll start
with president -- nominations for president?

COMMISSIONER NUNEZ: I nominate Val.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. Any other
nominations? Okay. Nominations for vice
president. I'd like to nominate Robert Nunez; any

other nominations? Okay. There being no further
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nominations, I'd like to make a motion to accept
the position of president to Val Gomez; for vice
president, Robert Nunez; and Stanley will be
member again. Okay? 1I'd like to make that
motion; is there a second?

COMMISSIONER NUNEZ: I'll second.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: All in favor say aye.

(Ayes in unison.)

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. Now we have
approval of the agenda; I'd like to make a motion
to approve the agenda. I think we're gonna
have -- we're gonna add one thing under new
business. Chief, you or one of your staff has
something to say under new business; right?

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: Yes.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: What's the title of it?

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: EMT status update.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. So, we're gonna
add that to new business; okay?

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: Okay. Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. Now we have the
approval of the minutes from December 2025; I'd
like to make a motion to approve the minutes as
written. Second?

COMMISSIONER NUNEZ: Second.
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COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: All in favor, say aye.

(Ayes 1in unison.)

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Motion passes. We have
no correspondence; we're gonna go to
communications.

Is there any communications from our attorney
or any of the commissioners? No? Okay. We're
gonna move on to -- we do have communications from
the chief; we have a memo, 26-001. This is
promotional transfers and reassignments.

It's in our packets; we're gonna make it part
of the record. I believe these were the
promotions that were done in December and
transfers?

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: Correct.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: And everything on there.

There was conversations with all officers and
everything?

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: Yes.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. And then we have
three e-mails from each respective turn; this is
from the assistant chiefs requesting the moves?

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: They request the
summary assignments within their shifts.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. No issues?
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FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: No.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. Then we have the
updated seniority list. Any questions on the
updated seniority list? Everybody have a chance
to review it? No questions?

COMMISSIONER NUNEZ: No questions.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: No? You're good? So,
we'll enter all these communications from the
chief into the record. Okay. From the chief
examiner, nothing was submitted in the agenda
before. 1Is she online?

SECRETARY RODRIGUEZ: She's on Zoom, yes.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Do you wanna add
anything, Angel? No? Okay. Any other
communications? No?

Okay. Under new business we have the chief.
Chief, you have the floor.

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: I was just following
up. At the last meeting, I requested an EMT, I
guess, a compliance status update within our
personnel and department from the chief examiner;
I was sent the list from April of 2025.

Basically, I was just looking for a current
update on that, just regarding their status;

meaning, whether they're taking another course, if
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they still have attempts to pass the certification
course, just to kind of see where everyone was at.
On our end, as I mentioned before, through the
department, we're doing our best to get them in
courses through Superior Ambulance at no cost, so
I know that's pretty enticing for most
individuals.

We're also, through our training
department -- which I'll bring up Captain Buckley
shortly here. He's the one that reached out to
each individual to get their -- their position
with this, but he's also formulating a plan to
assist them with daily training to focus on EMT.

So, if you have no questions for me, I'd like
to bring him up, and he can touch on some of the
things.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. And you said the
list you have right now is from April?

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: The list I was sent. I
was requesting, through the chief examiner, a
current. So, what we did on our end, we just, as
they come through the front office, we just -- and
he can touch on that a lot more. But, yeah, he
was just following up with her position on the

EMT.
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COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay.

CAPTAIN BUCKLEY: Chief, aside from stuff you
just mentioned, I don't really have anything
additional to add, aside from our status updates.

And then with that, moving forward, and then
incorporating something for our daily training to
try to kind of help guys progress the best we can.
But that's about it from my side.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Thank you.

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: Thank you.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Do you have something
more?

FIRE CHIEF ESCOBEDO: No, that was it.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. I'll move on to
public comments. Any comments from the public?

CAPTAIN MATA: No. Just wanted to say Happy
New Year, everybody, and congratulations to
Commissioner Nunez. So, that's all.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. Any other
comments? Ron? Nothing?

DEPUTY CHIEF BERGREN: Nothing, no.

COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: Okay. So, that
concludes everything on our agenda for tonight;
I'd like to make a motion for adjournment.

COMMISSIONER NUNEZ: Second.
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COMMISSIONER GOMEZ: All in favor, say aye.
(Ayes in unison. Meeting adjourned at or

about 4:34 p.m. CST.)

---00o---
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STATE OF INDIANA )
)SS:
COUNTY OF LAPORTE )

COURT REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

I, Rebecca Lempa, Associate Reporter, do hereby
certify that I reported by the means of CAT shorthand the
proceedings held on January 12, 2026, commencing at or about
the hour of 4:30 p.m., held in person before the Office of
Civil Service Commission, Fire Department;

That I have transcribed my shorthand notes into
the typewritten form, and that the foregoing and attached
pages or parts of pages, numbered one through 9, comprise a
complete, true, and accurate transcript of said proceedings
to the best of my skills and abilities;

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand

this 13th day of January, 2026.

o

REBECCA A. LEMPA

---000--~
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EAST CHICAGO FIRE DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM
To: All Members
From: Deputy Chief Bergren 2%
Date: January 2, 2026
Number: 26-001
Subject: Promotional Transfers and Reassignments

Due to promotional exams, the following transfers and reassignments will
take place:

Pr i -

Chauffeur Abascal has been promoted to the rank of Captain. Effective
January 11, 2026, Abascal reports to Engine 2713, 1-Turn as captain. Last
day on Rescue 2531, 2 Turn is January 9, 2026.

Chauffeur Brandon has been promoted to the rank of Captain. Effective
January 12, 2026, Brandon reports to Engine 2713, 2-Turn as captain.

Chauffeur Melendez has been promoted to the rank of Captain. Effective
January 13, 2026, Melendez reports to Rescue 2531, 3-Turn as captain. He
will work the first 12 hours of January 12 and then report to Rescue 2531,
3-Turn, at 1930 to work last 12 hours of January 13 as Captain.

Transfers

Effective January 12, 2026, Firefighter Hegwood is transferred to Engine
2612, 2-Turn. He will work the first 12 hours of January 11 and then
report to Engine 2612, 2-Turn, at 1930 to work the last 12 hours of
January 12 as temporary chauffeur.

Effective January 12, 2026, Firefighter Garastik is transferred to Rescue
2531, 2-Turn. He will work the first 12 hours of January 10 and then
report to Rescue 2531, 2-Turn, at 1930 to work the last 12 hours of
January 12 as temporary chauffeur.





Temporary Assignments

Effective January 11, 2026, Chauffeur Flores shall serve as temporary
captain on Rescue 2531, 1-Turn. Last day on Engine 2612, 1-Turn is
January 8, 2026.

Effective January 11, 2026, Chauffeur Adair shall serve as temporary
captain on Engine 2612, 1-Turn. Last day on Rescue 2531, 1-Turn is
January 8, 2026.

Effective January 11, 2026, MFF D. Sullivan shall serve as temporary
chauffeur on Rescue 2531, 1-Turn. Last day on Engine 2612, 1-Turn is
January 8, 2026.

Effective January 11, 2026, MFF L. Segura shall serve as temporary
chauffeur on Engine 2612, 1-Turn. Last day on Engine 2713, 1-Turn is
January 8, 2026.

Effective January 12, 2026, MFF Ashlock shall serve as temporary
chauffeur on Engine 2713, 2-Turn. Last day on Engine 2612, 2-Turn is
January 9, 2026.

Effective January 13, 2026, MFF Pintor shall serve as temporary chauffeur
on Engine 2713, 3-Turn. Last day on Engine 2511, 3-Turn is January 10,
2026.

Effective January 13, 2026, MFF Tarrant shall serve as temporary
chauffeur on Engine 2511, 3-Turn. Last day on Engine 2612, 3-Turn is
January 10, 2026.

Effective January 13, 2026, MFF Magee shall serve as temporary chauffeur
on Rescue 2531, 3-Turn.

Effective January 13, 2026, MFF Torres shall serve as temporary chauffeur
on Engine 2612, 3-Turn. Last day on Engine 2713, 3-Turn is January 10,
2026.

eassi en

Effective January 11, 2026, Firefighter Rodriguez is reassigned to Engine
2713, 1-Turn. Last day on Engine 2612, 1-Turn is January 8, 2026.

Effective January 11, 2026, Firefighter Barney is reassigned to Engine to
Engine 2612, 1-Turn. Last day on Engine 2713, 1-Turn is January 8, 2026.





Effective January 11, 2026, Firefighter Trinidad is reassigned to Engine to
Engine 2612, 1-Turn. Last day on Engine 2713, 1-Turn is January 8, 2026.

Effective January 11, 2026, Firefighter Cummins is reassigned to Engine
2713, 1-Turn. Last day on Engine 2511, 1-Turn is January 8, 2026.

Effective January 13, 2026, MFF Igartua is reassigned to Engine to Engine
2511, 3-Turn. Last day on Engine 2713, 3-Turn is January 10, 2026.

Effective January 13, 2026, Firefighter T. Campos is reassigned to Engine
2713, 3-Turn. Last day on Engine 2511, 3-Turn is January 10, 2026.





Ronald Berﬂren

From: Angel Gilarski

Sent: Sunday, December 21, 2025 7:37 PM

To: Marc Escobedo; Ronald Bergren; Alan Suarez
Subject: Transfer requests

January 2026 assignments:

Car 2509
Angel Gilarski-Taylor

Truck 2521
Alan Suarez- District Chief
Hector Encarnacion- Chauffeur

Engine 2511
Cameron Barber- Captain

Anthony Camacho- Chauffeur
Joel Garner- FF

Engine 2713

Justin Abascal- Captain
Rene Ramirez- Chauffeur
Timothy Cummins- FF
James Rodriguez- FF

Engine 2612
Anthony Adair- Captain

Lucian Segura- Chauffeur
Alex Barney-FF
Michael Trinidad- FF

Rescue 2531
James Flores- Captain
Dan Sullivan- Chauffeur

Thank you,
Angel Gilarski-Taylor
Assistant Chief 1 Turn





Ronald Bergren

From: Michael Wiedemann

Sent: Monday, December 8, 2025 4:50 PM
To: Marc Escobedo

Ca Ronald Bergren; John Bodnar |l
Subject: 3T Assignments for 2026

Chief,

Assistant Chief Bodnar asked me to send you our request for the following assignments for 2026.

2509

AC Bodnar*
2521

DC Wiedemann*
CH Mendoza
2531

cP Melendez*
CH Magee*

FF B

2511

cpP Cuadra*

CH Tarrant*

FF Igartua

FF Garner*
2612

cp Alvarado*
CH Torres*

FF J. Sullivan*
FF D. Ramirez*
cp Diaz

CH Pintor

FF Campos

FF (Garner*) YEMT

We are hoping that Pintor will pass his upcoming EMT test. If not, we might want to make a change at that
time.

Also, once Station 4 is open and Garner is free to move from Central. He could be assigned as a fourth man on
2713.





Ronald Beraren
= e S T T I o s himmar

From: Paul Russell

Sent: Monday, December 22, 2025 4:34 PM
To: Marc Escobedo

Cc: Ronald Bergren; Jesse Becerra
Subject: Turn #2 Transfers

Good Afternoon,
Per our discussion today these are the reasons for our Turn #2 transfers.

S. Segura — Transfer from 2531 to 2612. With the Rescue being placed at Station #4 we would like to have four
members on 2612 and not three on 2531,

A. Ashlock - Since Joe Villegas has announced his retirement Ashlock has driven 2713 multiple times. We would like to
keep him on 2713 with the crew and territory he is comfortable with.

D. Hegwood - Has been assigned to 2531 out of Station #2. For that reason we would like to keep him there.

Thank You,

Paul Russell

District Chief

East Chicago Fire Department
3901 Indianapolis Blvd.

East Chicago, IN 46312

Office 219-516-2685

Fax 219-391-8274

0006

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE — This e-mail transmission, and any documents, files or previous e-mail transmissions
attached to it, contain information that is confidential and may be legally privileged. If you are not the intended
recipient of this transmission, or a person responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are notified that
you must not read this transmission and that any disclosure, copying, printing, distribution or use of any of the
information contained in or attached to this transmission is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you have received this
transmission in error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone or return e-mail and delete the original
transmission and its attachment without reading or saving or forwarding it in any manner. Thank you for your
consideration.





EAST CHICAGO FIRE DEPARTMENT
SENIORITY LIST JANUARY 10, 2026

NAME RANK | DATE HIRED NAME RANK | DATE HIRED

1. Jesse Becerra AC 5/16/1983 40. Zachary C. Igartua MFF 07/19/2021
2. Joseph Diaz Chauff 12/26/1989 41. John R. Tarrant MFF 07/19/2021
3. Demetreos Hasapis Caplain 8/15/1991 42. Austin J. Ashlock MFF 07/19/2021
4. Rene Ramirez Chauff 11/13/1991 43. Deveon L. Hegwood MFF 07/19/2021
5. Hector Encarnacion Chauff 1/22/1992 44. Jacob Garastik 2% Class 02/06/2023
6. Jesus Cuadra Captain 5/25/1995 45. Alec Barney Jr. 2° Class 02/06/2023
7. _Marc Escobedo Chief 6/26/1997 46. Miguel Fernandez 2 Class 02/06/2023
8. Mario Mendoza Chauff 12/11/1997 47. Klime Prentoski 2% Class 09/18/2023
9. Jesse Barrera Chauff 12/11/1997 48. Timothy Cummins 2% Class 09/18/2023
10. Michael Wiedemann | Captain 12/11/1997 49. John Sullivan 2% Class 09/18/2023
11. Damon Carpenter Cf. Insp. 4/23/1998 50. Tyler Campos 2% Class 09/18/2023
12. Marco Arredondo DC 12/26/2001 51. Michael Trinidad 2% Class 09/18/2023
13. Angel Gilarski AC 12/26/2001 52. David Ramirez 2"Class | 09/18/2023
14. David Mata Captain 12/26/2001 53. Jakob Cuadra Probationary | 08/25/2025
15. Giovanny Altieri Chauff 5/23/2002 54. Skylar Rothgeb Probationary |  08/25/2025
16. Paul Russell DC 5/23/2002 55. Joel Garner Probationary | 12/01/2025
17. John Bodnar AC 8/26/2004 56.

18. Ronald Bergren Dep Cf. 1/25/2006 57.

19. Jose Campos Cf. Insp. 1/25/2006 58.

20. Alan Suarez Captain 9/08/2014 59.

21. Cameron Barber Captain 8/31/2015 60.

22. Anthony Adair Chauff 6/01/2016 61.

23. Robert Nunez Captain 6/01/2016 62.

24. James Flores Chauff 6/01/2016 63.

25._Nigel Magee MFF 6/01/2016 64.

26. Casey A. Brandon Captain 4/16/2018 65.

27. Daniel R. Buckley Captain 4/16/2018 66.

28. Lucian X. Segura MFF 4/16/2018 67.

29. Omar Nunez MFF 4/16/2018 68.

30. Steven J. Segura MFF 4/16/2018 69.

31. Anthony J Camacho MFF 4/26/2018 70.

32. Justin A. Abascal Captain 1/16/2019 71

33. James D. Pintor MFF 1/16/2019 72.

34. Gabriel Alvarado Chauff 3/02/2020 73.

35. William Torres MFF 3/02/2020 74.

36. Daniel Sullivan MFF 3/02/2020 75.

37._James Rodriguez MFF 3/02/2020 76.

38. Nickolas Melendez Captain 3/02/2020 )4 4

39. Hannah Buckley Chauff 3/02/2020






